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By IV. B. 


ſtrongeſt, ſo far as his force reaches ; but in Peace, 
Right muſt Rule ; otherwiſe Peace is fo far loſt, or 
turned into a Confederacy in Iniquity. That Peace may 
therefore be a Bleſſing, and do us good in the iſſue of 
Things; it muſt be in Conjun&tion with Righteonſnefs. 
But becauſe ſome think this impaſlible in the Peace of the 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment, others are doubtful about ir, others 
believe it may be, bur upon ſuch Principles, as being practi- 
{ed upon, would deſtroy all Peace : To ſecure theretore the 
Bleſſing of our Peace the better ( ſince God hath at laſt 
granted it to the Prayers of good Men) it may be of 
ſome uſe, briefiy to ſhew the Righteouſels of the ;Preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, by its accord with the natural Laws of Right 
m God's Kingdom over Men. h | , 
To me it ſeems very plain, that a Man's Right ina thing 
is nothing but the Command; which his Wull hath over 
that thing; and I know none otherwiſe minded: And it 
being ſo, -(1.) I cannot underſtand, how the thing that is at 
thc mand of nn Man. \Will, i ig any Man's Right, and 
if it.be not, it is in a State of Immunity. And, (2) Ir any 
finigle Man comes afterward to have a thing ſuch at the,Com+ 
mand of his Will, he has the Right 1n it; rocraſoug nothing 
but Poſſeſſion, which is the having a thing .at the Comman 
of ones Will, is' in Nature the Original Title of Right. 
This Polſefſion happens cither by natural Donation, or by 


I N War, all things in Effe&t follow the Will of the 


* 


2 Man's natural Power, or the AQ ot another, .} n 
1. Excepting Parental Rights, or ſuppokng them remit- 
ted by the Mancipation of the Child, pure Nature in the 
Grſt inſtance makes a Man himſelf, and none other; the Ma- 
ſter and Owner of his own Body and-its Members, by. put- 
ting them under the Command of his-Will, and canſequeut- 
ly gives him a Right and Property. in them... Qverlooking 
this, gave the fatal Occalion to an religions, Man, [to draw 
vp that monſtrous Do&rine of Aobbs his Politicks. For 
thongh it be-nort more evident, that. the Bopghs in the 
Wood belong to that Tree, which they grow upon, and 
none other ; then it is evident, that Nature hath pyt my 
Limbs under the Command of my own Will, and of none 
vthers; yet he will have ir, That Nature makes nothing one 
Mans ( that is at the Command of one Man's Will ) more 
another. 
e's If I command theſe Limbs by the Ditartc of my Will 
to procure natural Suſtenance, I do but make uſe of my own 
Right - and it is Juſt, becauſe the Uſe of 'a natural Right > 
and it 18 Good, becauſe ir is to ſave a Lifez. and delag what 
is Juſt and Good, is the Exerciſe of a Verrtue :: So far Domi- 
nion is founded in Grace ; for excepting a Man's Right in 
his own Body, or Rights conferrd upon him by the Ac 
{of another ; a Man hath no Dominion over any thing, bot 
*& by the Exerciſe of this Vertue of Induſtry. : 

ef Ly If by this exerciſ+ of Verrne, he compaſles any thing 
Cin's State of Immunity. ): vſcfu] for Lite, a Beaſt, a Fowl, 

2 Fiſh, Fruit, or the like; that is then reduced under the 
Command of his Will, and he hath therefore a Right in 


Acquiſition, which Acquiſition is either by the-exercife of 


45; which Right being gained by the uſe of his natural Pow- 


+ efs, may be called an acquired natural Right, SY 
4 Byt that any thing was then w a poſture and place 
"where he could mancipate it, was.tÞ him a Contingency by 
- the Diſpoſition of Divine Providence ; God theretore 
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brought ſuch a thing to him, and delivercd it into his Hand, 
and conſequently youve him a Right to it by this providentizl 
Diſpoſal, as he did to his own Body by framing his Humane 
Nature, from whence reſults the facredneſs of natura! Rights, 
and the Divine Bleſling in then. 

5- The Polleſſion of a thing, acquired by the voluntary 
AQ of another, gives a Right liable to be rebated, and is 
actually rebated, fo far as the ſeveral Caſes make it. 

6. If another Man ſees me to want what he polleſſes, and 
wil ſpare, and out of Commiſcration puts the thing into my 
Hand, this. FPgſleflion makes the thing in my Kighs - For tho' 
I ought to WS God for bleſſing him wich ſuch;Store, and 
inclinzng his gieert, and thank the, Man for beſtowivg, it up- 
ome ; yet #F pay neither of theſe Debts, the thing is no 
leſs ia my Right, and he would deprive me of my Right, 
ſhould he take it from me, for this neglect of my Duty to 
Gpd and hin, bccauſe- this was not the Condition of the 
things being put into. .my Power, but was left tothe Pious 
and grateful Scnſe of &y awn Mind. | 
Wet wt ſame Meaſures _, Fenk ſomewhat mace Krongly on 

| - — 38 upun my humbly Fntrear 

_ I did og yt ell in bow, and he. 
To one, that, was.aot only broken in his Fortune, 
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7. Ut lome grateful- Sign of acknowledging it a kindneſG 
be ſtipulated for, as the Condition of delivering the thing 
into my Hand : Shonld I upon the Receipt of it fail in this 
he bath a Right to requac it of me, and I ought to reſtore 
It; bat he hath no Right to take it from mie by Violence 
or Surreprion, aud he deprivcs je of my Right, if he does. 

S. It he ſignifies, he would not deliver it into my Hand, 
unleſs 1 will reſtore it, or an cquivalent to kim agaim ; I-am 
bound, it 1 take it, to Reſtoration accordingiy ; and if 1 do 
it not, he hath a Right of making Reprizals upon me, and 
I have none to hinder him. | _ | 

9. But thovgh } received it upon Condition of Reſtorati+ 
on and no otherwile, ſhonld any other Man take it out of 
my Poſſeſſion ;, he deprives me of my Right. And if he 
that poſſeſſed me of ir, ſhould Die without Heirs, before 1 
actually had reſtored it; I am the proper Owner of- it, 
meerly by having it ja my Poſſefſion. So much for Rights 
founded upon the Title of Poſſtfſion, which are the Rights 
from which all others arc derived. , 

. 410. If thea another doth hot actually put me into Poſieſ- 
fon of the thing, but Promiſes he will at-ſucb a Timex I 
have-at, that time a Right to the Thing, but noRight to rake 
it. from him, but he is bound to deliver it vnro me. But if 
I have given him a valrable Contideration for doing of it, 
and he does it not, ] have a Right. of Reprizal and bo hath 
nane to hinder me; ſo that all'Righrs of this Nature, when 
the thing is not, in the Owners Palſclſion, are PaBitiors ; 
of which there are two Kinds, either-explicitely, or impli- 
cicely z and if Candour, Equity, Sincerity, &c. be 

there 1s no differcace in the Obligation of aq explicite 'or 
implicite Pa&t ; and upon one of theſe two, are grounded all 
the Rights betwixt SubjeQs and Governours, and cannot be 
underſtood otherwiſe, for ought cyer 1 could fee. ee 
, 11, Whether the Late King James difpoſſeſſed himſelf df 
his Kingdom, or was diſpolleſſed by cthers, freeing he cer- 
tainly now is not tn the PoſltYion-of it; but another is, 
can haye no natural Right nuw by the Title of Poſſeſhia 
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_ and thercfore King Ja;cs hath no Right at all, valeſs what 


is Pactitious : But no Mau hath any Right by Pact, but what 
is agreed £0 by the Partics contracting; now the Political 
Compact in Engl::d ( ſince the Crown is Impertal ) can 
have no Parties in it, but the King and the People ; and 
thereforc it mult be either berwixt the King and the People, 
or elſe b2twixt the People one with another. 

12. Amonzglt theſe it is agreed, the People being diſtribu- 
ted into Lords and Commons, ſhall give their Conſent 1n 
two Eſtates; and nnleſs theſe two Eftates in Parliament with 
the King agree in the Matter, nothing ſhall be had to bean 
Article of the Agreement by the Avthority of the Kingdom, 
which the Subject by his Allegiance or Duty of Subjection to 
the Sovereign is bound to obſerve. And therctore it 1S a- 
greed, that the King ſhall goveru thus by Laws, Qras Po- 
prelics upſe [1b evegerit. | 

13. But it was never agreed explicitely or implicitely, be- 
twixt King James and the People of & ngand) that bs, Go- 
vernment ſhould be adminiſtred by Pept Officets; bur on 
the contrary, King James and the People were exprelly a- 
greed, that the Government of the Land ſhould not be ad- 
miniſtred by Popiſh Officers. When therefore the Late 
King F.wmes after Aformonth's Invaiion, did in his Speech de- 
ciare to the People 1n Parliament ( that is, the other Party 
In the Contract ) that he would not Govern without Popiſh 
Officers, nor ſuffer any one to gain-ſay him in ir, and pro- 
ved he was tn very great earneſt by the reſt of his whole 
Reign ; he exprelly diſagrecing to the known and owned 
Agreement betwixt the King and People of Fnzlarnd, there 
was thence forward no Agreement berwixt the King and 
People (the Partics Contracting ) there was therefore no 
Government at all agreed unto betwixt them; not a Go- 
vernment adminiſtred without Popiſh Officers, for that the 
King had ſolemnly diſagrecd unto, and reſolutely perſiſted 
In, all his Time : Not a Government adminiſtred by Popiſh 
Officers, for that the People ( the other Party ) had not 
conſented to, and therefore ( as 1 ſaid ) there was then no 
Government agreed to betwixt them : And becauſe no pra- 
cticable Government was agreed upon, there could be no 
Governour actually agreed to: For to Conſent to a Gover- 
nour, and not to the Governmem, 'is' to Confent to no- 
thing, but an inſignificant Word. p 

14. As we ſee the People in A Pol; 24} State, all making, 
one Party contracting, not 'Confenrct in Parliament : $0 
in their natural Perſons its certain, they Had not. agreed one 
with another, that the Government ſhot be adminiftred 
in King James his Reign by Popiſh Ofhcers; wherefore 
there being no Agreement in the Nation about the Govern- 
ment of it, King F.mes could from- thence: have no Right 
by Agreement ; that is, he had no- PaQtitious Right to-the 
Government ; and ſince he hath none by the natural Right of 
Poſſeſſion, its plain he hath no Right now to the Government 
of Enz!and. ; 

15. When King James refoſcd to ſtand to the National 
CompaR, the People were put into a State of Deliberation ; 
whether they would agree to King James his Goverament, 
or not ;, but there js no Reaſon to doubt, but they had their 
Choice, being certainly in no Agreement with King James 
about any Government at all: But thongh they could not 
be bonad by the Rights of an Agrecment about the Govern- 
ment, when there was no ſuch Agreement ; yet were they 
bound to obſerve all the private natural Rights by Polleſſi- 
on, ard the PaQitious Rights by Private Contracts amongſt 
themſelves. | 

16. And for the Re-cſtabliſhing of the Government, the 
meaſures to be obſervedin a State of Deliberation ( wherein 
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' Men 'mulſt be ſippoſed” free) are Counſels directed by the 


Kule of Charity ; the Sum 'of which is, to do that, which 
upon a true Eitimation -of all Particulars, is beſt tor the 
whole : What that is, was difficult to be Reſolved, whilſt 
King James was upon the Throne; and therefore its no 


wender, if even good Men differed in their Opinion about 


it, ſome being tor eſtabliſhing a vew Governour, others not. 
But when chat King was out of Poſſeſſion, the Caſe was but 
thus ( it being <qually Juſt to have cither ) whether was moſt 
for the Good and Benefit of England, to have King James, 


or the Ptifce antl Princeſs of Crane eftabliſietl in the Go- 
vernment ; and the Body ot the Nation being Proteſtants, 
this was no hard Queſtion to be Reſolved. 

17. King James his Refuſal to ſtand to the Agreement 
taken preciſely, is in ſkrict Propriety not to be called a 
wrong to the People of England ; but unkind, vamerciful, 
ungrateful, uncharitable, &c. For though the People are 
bound abſolutely to obey according to the Agreement, yet 
the Ring by the Contract is not bound to govern, no not by 
the Coronatioa Oath; but only, it that he wiil govern, to 
govern no otherwiſe then is agiced ; but he may Retigu when 
he will without Violation of his Oath ; which if he does, 
and the People have another Sovereign ; if he would re- 
aſſume his Government, we arc Traytors and Rc<bels, if 
we aſſiſt him to recover his Late Right : It he will attempt 
it by Force, he is to be Reſiſtcd as an Enemy ; and fo he 
is, if he attempt it, bcing tala from his Right any other 
Way. 

18. Becavſe not the owning, but the ſitting in a Scat, fills 
the Scat ; if no one ſits in the Scat, the Scar is empty, tho? 
it hath an owner; for he that ſits in the Seat, hath the Scat 
in Occupation or Poſſeſſion ; if then no one hath the Throne 
in Poſteſſion, the Throne is plainly Vacant, whether ir be 
Hereditary or no. Burt, unleſs the then Prince of Orange by 
taking upon him ( at the Requeſt of the Lords and others ) 
the Adminiſtration of Publick Afﬀairs, was in Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne, ir is certain, when King James had withdrawn 
himſelf out of the Kingdom, in the Manner he did; neither 
He, nor"any one elſe, was in Poſlefſion : Theretore the 
Throne was then Vacant, according to the Lords and Com- 
mons Vote. | 

19. Both Houſes acknowledging the Crown Hereditary ; 
we muſt firſt obſerve, every Heir that inherits, ciuters by 
Vertne of a Right, that was inherent ia the Dying Perſon, and 
by Death, and no other Way, iminediately devolves upon 
him. Sothat no one can enter upon the Government by the 
Title of King James his Heir, whilſt himſelt is Living ; and 
ſince King ” has loſt his Right ( as was ſhewed above ) 
no Right of Governing inherent in him at his Death (revs 
fic ftartibus )) can be derived from him to any Heir whatſoe- 
yer; and becanſe it is thus impoſlible for any to lakerit tþe 
Crown from King TY £ Living cer Dying; whcu that K} 

rted with the Right of the Government, as he did from 

imſelf, He likewiſe parted with it from his Heirs; -havi 
made it naturally impoſſible for the Crown to deſcend at Wi 
by the'Right of Inheritance. | 

20;- The Ground being Cleared, The Convention were 
to take Care to re-eſtabliſh the Government for the good 
of the Nation. If then they left us not in Anarchy, but 
ſct up a Government, and that Monarchical, not Ariſto- 
cratical, or Democratical ; Hereditary, not EleQtive, in the 
Royal, and no other Family z by the next in the Righc 
Line, as far as can be known, taking no Notice of one, of 
whom no Notice was. or could be given ſufficient for the 


reaſohable bclicf of the: main Body of the Nation ;, that is, - 


if they” d one. as the Preſumptive Heir ( whea there 
was in-1 ruth no Heir Apparent ) upon the Throne of che 
Kingdom, and cſtabliſhed the ſame Rights, Laws, Liber- 
ties, Priviledges, - and Religion, nothing could be more 
wiſcly ordered, ſo far as-Man can ſee; | 
21, If the Throne was not filled by Vextue of the Heirs 
Title, as 1n an ordinary , Caſe ;, King Fames, having ren- 
dred that impoſlible to be done in Nature, nuſt bear the 
blame of thar, the Feople of England are Free. The pre- 
ſent King, and then Prince of range, bad merited an Ad- 
miſſion into a Confort-ſtip in the  Soyercienty with his 
Wife, by the Judgment and: Joyful Acknowledgment, of 
the next in the Right Line; and the People, which accor- 
dingly was conſented! to-by: them the Partics in the Cove- 
nant, And the Prices being a Subjet of Enpland, as 
ſuch, Conſents to the Acts of the Legillator ; and therefore 
all her Politic:} Rights in the Kingdom, are ſecured, and 
none viclated by the preſent Eſtabliſhmeat ; wherein, be- 
cavſe all Rigats are faved, which King Fares left natnral- 


ly poſſible to be ſaved, may Heaven and Earth ſay Amen, - 


Amen, to its Peace and Proſperity. 
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